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– (NRCS California Areas 1 & 2)
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Liaison
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Presentation for the:
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– BS Environmental Studies, Sacramento State 
University

– Ongoing: Master of Science, Natural Resources, 
Humboldt State University. 

– My previous position with

– Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation, Del Norte County

– Traditional Plants Restoration through IAC and 
NRCS

– Remove invasive plants and reintroduce 
culturally significant plants

Biography





NRCS California
leadership

– State Conservationist,
– Carlos Suarez

– Deputy State 
Conservationist,
– Gayle Barry

NRCS California
tribe-centric 
positions

– Northern California Tribal Liaison & 
acting southern California Tribal 
Liaison, Kagat McQuillen

– Auburn Office Tribal Planner & acting 
southern California Tribal Liaison, 
Jennifer Johnson

– Redlands Office Tribal Planner, 
Benjamin Cody Leslie

– Eureka Office Tribal Planner, vacant



NRCS Assistance for Producers

- Conventional Agricultural

- Crops
- Rangelands

- Orchards
- Forestry (non-industrial)

- Traditional Tribal Agriculture



Tribal Conservation Work

– Tribes
– federal and state 

recognized

– Tribal members

– Intertribal groups

– Tribal Conservation 
Districts



Programs
– Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA)

– Working Lands

– Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP

– Conservation Incentives Program (CIC)

– Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

– Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) [Farm Service Agency, FSA]

– Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

– Agricultural Lands Easements

– Wetlands Reserve Easements

– Partnerships

– Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

– Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)

– Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (UAIP) Competitive Grants Program

– Watershed Programs

– Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP)

– Watershed & Flood Prevention Operations Program (WFPO) PL-566 Conservation Outreach Grants or Agreements

– Conservation Outreach Grants or Agreements

– Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program



Tribal Resource Conservation Districts (TRCD’s)
& other RCD’s



Lockeford Plant Materials Center (PMC)

Native Plant area 
includes:

- Whiteroot Sedge

- Deergrass

- Willow

- Nettles

- Elderberry



California Tribal Advisory 
Committee Mission:

To promote the conservation 
and preservation of natural 
resources on Native American 
land, to educate,  advise, and 
inform American Indian land 
owners, tribes, and tribal groups 
of available assistance to 
promote strong and stable tribal 
resource management 
programs, and to assist the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in fulfilling its trust 
responsibilities by maintaining 
communication about how 
Natural Resources  Conservation 
Service programs can better 
meet their needs.



Other tribal trainings & 
opportunities

– Working Effectively With American Indians training

– Tribal Heritage Month

– Tribal Speaker Series: Tribal Fire Management

– 1994 Tribal Scholars Program

– Direct Hire Positions

– Conservation Planning for Tribes

– Food Sovereignty Summit



USDA
Farm 
Services 
Agency (FSA)



USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA)



Intertribal Agriculture Council
- Outreach Agreement

- Internship Agreement

- Conservation Planning for 
Traditional Plant 
Management Scenarios
- Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation 

plants restoration

- Kashia Band of Pomo 
Indians, inventory 
culturally significant 
plants at Stewarts Point 

- Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians, 
restore riparian plant in 
cultural area



Questions

Kagat McQuillen

Desk: 530-737-5225

Kagat.McQuillen@usda.gov


