
2023 YOUTH CONFERENCE AGENDA
INTERTRIBAL AGRICULTURE COUNCIL

indianag.org/youth

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA DECEMBER 12-14, 2023



ALL SESSIONS AND NATIVE YOUTH TRAVEL ARE SUPPORTED BY THE 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, OFFICE OF TRIBAL RELATIONS

to all of our sponsors





MONDAY, DEC 11, 2023

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM: REGISTRATION
LOCATION: BALLROOM

Youth, chaperones, and young professionals will check in and receive their welcome bag, 
per diem, and direction for the next day/week. Those who are unable due to speci�c 

circumstances will register early in the morning on Tuesday. 
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INTERTRIBAL AGRICULTURE COUNCIL

IAC serves as the nation’s leading voice on Native 
agricultural policies and programs that revitalize and 
advance Native food systems and economic development 
throughout Indian Country.

indianag.org

PURSUING THE CONSERVATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND USE OF 
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES FOR THE BENEFIT OF NATIVE PEOPLE

Legal and policy development
USDA technical assistance
Natural resources management
Domestic and international marketing support

Native youth in food and agriculture leadership development

Learn how YOU can get involved!

USDA’S DISCRIMINATION FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Discrimination 
Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) is a limited-time program that 

to ranchers, farmers, and forest landowners determined to have 
experienced discrimination in USDA lending programs prior to
 January 1, 2021. 

KEEPSEAGLE PARTICIPANTS ARE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE BASED ON THE 
SAME CLAIM(S).

IAC’S ROLE IN USDA’S DFAP
IAC is serving as a “cooperator” to ensure that the latest information 
about the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program reaches 
Tribal producers and to provide direct assistance to Tribal producers 
during virtual and in-person events throughout the application 
period. IAC has no role in processing the DFAP applications or making 
determinations on discrimination claims. 

DEADLINES
January 13, 2024: DFAP Application Submission Deadline
DFAP APPLICATION AVAILABLE AT https://22007apply.gov/



TUESDAY, DEC 12, 2023

ALL YOUTH TRACK SESSIONS WILL BE HELD IN THE VIEW ROOM 
OF THE FANTASY TOWER

1:30 PM     IAC Law and Policy provide a Farmbill overview and answer questions related to 
the Essay Contest topic. Abi Fain, Chief Legal & Policy O�cer and Ridge Howell, Counsel

2:30 PM    IAC youth programs overview with Elaini Vargas, Youth Programs Director. 
Presentations from Summer interns, Letkwu Moore Stanger and Delaney Schroeder Echavarria, 
as well as Native Youth Advisory Council Great Plains member, Calico Ducheneaux. 

3:30 PM    Caucus Meeting Announcement by Keir Johnson-Reyes, IAC Chief Stakeholder 
                       Engagement O�cer

4:00 PM WORKSHOP: “How to Apply for an FSA Youth Loan.”  USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Jennifer Perez, National Outreach and Education Specialist and Tribal Liaison

4:30 PM     Directions for Tradeshow walkthrough and the following day by Elaini Vargas,              
                        Youth Programs Director

5:00 PM     Tradeshow walkthrough 

5:30 PM     End of day

7:30 AM - 8:15 AM: REGISTRATION
LOCATION: BALLROOM

Registration for those who missed on Monday. 
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9:00AM-12:00PM GENERAL SESSION IN THE PEARL THEATER

8:30 AM
Youth and young professionals meet in the lobby at 8:30 AM to prepare for the 

�ag procession in the Pearl Theater

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM     
Flag Procession: Youth and Young Professionals

Essay Contest �nalists will be formally awarded and asked to read their essays. 

Awards presented to youth essay contest �nalists and honorable mentions

LUNCH - 12:00 PM     
Banquet Luncheon by Chef Crystal Wahpepah
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4:30 PM     Directions for Tradeshow walkthrough and the following day by Elaini Vargas,              
                        Youth Programs Director

5:00 PM     Tradeshow walkthrough 

5:30 PM     End of day
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WEDNESDAY, DEC 13, 2023

7:30 AM - 9:00 AM     Regional Caucus Meetings (optional for youth, mandatory for NYAC)

8:00 AM     Food and Mood - Nourishing the Mind, Body, and Spirit with Traci Pole, 
                         Assistant Regional Director, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services    
                         Administration (SAMHSA)       

9:00 AM     Akiptan - Skya 

9:30 AM      Advocacy and Action: Youth Fighting for Food Sovereignty with Jayden Lim             
                         and youth panel, California Indian Museum and Cultural Center (CIMCC)

10:00 AM     Break, drinks and snacks provided

10:15 AM     continued Advocacy and Action: Youth Fighting for Food Sovereignty

10:30 AM     Tonka Youth institute with Zintkala Eiring and youth panel 

11:30 AM     Teaching Weaving While Healing with Alice Lincoln-Cook 

LUNCH - 12:00 PM     Pizza Party (lunch provided): Meet and Greet with IAC’s Regional  
                                                Technical Assistance Specialists 

1:50 PM     continued Teaching Weaving While Healing with Alice Lincoln-Cook 

2:00 PM INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP: Basics of Risk Management and Crop Insurance          
with RMA Risk Management Specialist Jeremy Not Afraid & Custom Ag Solution’s Brett Crosby

2:40 PM    Break, drinks and snacks provided

3:00 PM     USDA AMS with Sara Hernandez - Careers with the Department of Agriculture

3:30 PM    USDA NASS: Sharing professional development opportunities with Troy Marshall

4:00 PM     NRCS Internship opportunities and Professional round tables with Rick Tafoya  
                        and team

5:30 PM     Survey, re�ection, share outs, instructions for the next day

5:45 PM     End of day
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4:00 PM     NRCS Internship opportunities and Professional round tables with Rick Tafoya  
                        and team

5:30 PM     Survey, re�ection, share outs, instructions for the next day

5:45 PM     End of day



8:30 AM    Empathy in the Workplace with Celya Glowacki 

9:30 AM     University of Nevada Reno, Do I Belong? with Dr. Kari Emm 

10:30 AM     Closing youth track with a survey and re�ection share out

10:45 AM     Collectively walk over to the Pearl Theater for conference closing ceremony

11:30 AM     End of day

THURSDAY, DEC 14, 2023
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ALL YOUTH TRACK SESSIONS WILL BE HELD IN THE VIEW ROOM 
OF THE FANTASY TOWER

Native Agriculture Financial Services 
(NAFS)
focused on capital access to support Native 
agriculture and the communities in which 

land operators reside. We will work with Native 
CDFIs and other Native lenders who are on 
the front lines of providing important capital 

For more information, contact NAFS CEO 
Janie Hipp at 

NAFS will be an “Other Financing Institution” within the Farm Credit system 
and will work with AgriBank which is headquartered in St. Paul, MN, but our 

work at NAFS will be throughout the country. Farm Credit is the nation’s 
largest agriculture and rural lender providing capital throughout the country to 

support agriculture and rural communities.
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